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     Few noxious weeds have caught the general public’s attention as has Yellow starthistle 
(Centaurea solstilialis).  Yellow starthistle (YST) proliferation is a serious threat to the biodiversity 
and the productive potential of California’s rangelands and natural areas.  YST has continued to 
colonize susceptible habitats including an estimated 20,000 acres of Tulare County foothill range.  
UC Cooperative Extension Tulare County (UCCE) office conducted various research trials from 
1997-2008 to determine effective control strategies for yellow starthistle.  The Tulare County Weed 
Management Area (TCWMA) was established, in 2000. The TCWMA acquired a California 
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) grant in 2001, which funded an YST cost-share spray 
control program.  Between 2002 and 2013 the WMA conducted 10 years of treatment programs for  
a total of 411 sites totaling 2929 acres of YST controlled with Transline® (clopyralid) and/or 
Milestone VM® (aminopyralid). In 2013, the cost-share program experienced the highest level of 
participation, with 64 participants.  The cost-share program has significantly reduced infestations 
within rangelands and provides small landowners an affordable method of control.  Landowners 
contribute a cost-share of $50 up to three acres and $15 per acre for greater than three acres.   In 
2009, based on increasing invasive threats to the National Park and Forest lands, CDFA and USFS 
ARRA funds were acquired to enhance the cost-share program, hire a program coordinator, and to 
develop a “Leading Edge” program effort.  Funding to support a part time program coordinator 
significantly increased the program’s impact through various community outreach efforts, improved 
surveying and monitoring strategies; as well as improved use of GIS for monitoring and data analysis.   
Funding has been increased through joint funding partnerships, and increasing the scope of the WMA 
strategic plan to include weed source and transportation issues. Cooperators now include aggregate 
and construction material producers and the County Roads Department. 
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