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Herbicides are an effective part of integrated plant management programs.  The United 

States Department of Environmental Protection, Office of Pesticide Programs has approved 

registration of approximately 300 herbicides for use sites such as agriculture, rights of way and 

aquatics. Today, there are 10 herbicide active ingredients currently approved for aquatic use in 

California. Utilization of herbicides for the control of nuisance and invasive plants in and around 

water can be challenging.  Baseline knowledge of herbicide characteristics and mode of action is 

essential when evaluating the use of herbicides as part of any plant management program.  This 

presentation will highlight and discuss common herbicide classification categories, best 

management practices, and how they influence aquatic herbicide selection.  In addition, how 

characteristics of water dynamics, concentration exposure requirements and application 

technique should be integrated in operational aquatic plant treatment program design and 

implementation.  
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