Common Turf Weeds Commonly Confused

Ellen A. Dean, UC Davis Center for Plant Diversity, Plant Sciences Mail Stop 7, One
Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616, eadean@ucdavis.edu

The following table (Table 1) provides characteristics for recognizing 13 common turf
that may be easily confused with one another. The weeds are divided into three
categories. The first category is broad-leaved turf weeds with dissected weeds (pineapple
weed, southern brassbuttons, lawn burweed, and less swinecress). The second is clover-
like broad-leaved turf weeds (clovers, California burclover, black medic, and creeping
wood sorrel). The third category is grass turf weeds, and these are divided into
rhizomatous grasses (kikuyu grass, St. Augustine’s grass, Bermuda grass) and tufted
grasses (smooth/large crabgrass, Dallis grass). Characteristics were taken from the Jepson
Manual of Higher Plants of California (Hickman ed., 1993) and Weeds of California and
Other Western States (Ditomaso and Healy, 2007).
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